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WHAT IS NOW ENGLAND'S DUTY? 



IS IT NOT, PRE-EMINENTLY, 
TO ATTEMPT TO EVANGELIZE THE WORLD ? 



PUBLISHED FOR THE AUTHOR, 
BY JAMES NISBET AND CO. BEBNERS STREE.T- 



O Holy Spirit of the Living God let my soul be constantly 
hanging upon Thee in prayer : Let every thought and wish 
and desire of mine spring from Thee : Let every word and 
look and action of mine be guided by Thee. Let my will be 
absorbed in Thine — for Jesus Christ's sake. 

The aim of every sermon should be — 
To proclaim salvation by ^:race through faith in Christ. 
To humble the sinner. 
To exalt the Saviour. 
To promote holiness. Simeon. 

God has promised to forget the sins of believers. 
But we will never forget Christ on the Cross. 
Christ on the Cross will be for man the great thought of 
Eternity. 

Do you desire to study to advantage ? Let devotion ac 
company all your studies. Consult God more than your 
books, and ask Him with humility to make you understand 
what you read. Study fatigues and drains the mind and 
heart. Go from time to time to refresh them at the feet of 
Jesus. Interrupt your application by short but fervent and 
ejaculatory prayers. Science is a gift of the Father of 
lights. Therefore do not consider it merely as the work of 
your own mind or industry. 

Written by Vincent Farrer, at VaUnciOf 
about A.D. 1400. 




WHAT IS NOW ENGLAND'S DUTY ? 

IS IT NOT, PRE-EMINENTLY, 
TO ATTEMPT TO EVANGELIZE THE WORLD ? 



In these comparatively peaceful and, thank God, 
happy times, when all the world is kept in a 
state, not of perfect quiet, but of tolerable order, 
by the fear of a visitation from an English fleet, 
what does the great Ruler of all things require 
that this nation shall make our principal aim ? 

Of course our first daily duty is the worship 
of him in prayer, and especially to rejoice on 
his own peculiar day, in his wondrous love, ma- 
nifested in the gift of his Son, when returning 
from his house, we can joyfully say, " We have 
not kept back thy loving mercy and truth from 
tlie great congregation." 

But the possession of innumerable ships and 
seamen and maritime stations, and almost bound- 
less power, in the science of our artisans, and 
the valour and hardihood of our indomitable 
defenders, most certainly point out very signifi- 
cantly what is the expectation of the great Je- 
hovah. His call upon us, and by his extraordi- 
nary gifts it is a loud one, is for missions. 

And many of our people have answered nobly 
to the call, although the men that hskv^ <ifif!SK. "^s:^ 
constitute only avw^ swi-s^ 'l^^^<^ss^ ^^ '<fefo^^^«>-- 
munity. 



The greater part of the remaining million?; 
are also exhibiting surprising energy, and En- 
during long hours of toil for very worthless ^Db- 
jeets. What advantage is it to an immortal beiz2g-, 
who must change his abode soon, and may be 
put in his grave to-morrow, that he should be 
able to say, I am a penny richer to-day than 
yesterday ? Doing good to others as well as 
himself is a noble object. But grovelling on 
from day to day, with no object but to eat and 
drink, to amuse and pass the time in adding to a 
heap that another man will soon squander, is 
not the act of a rational being. 

There are millions of men that have never 
heard of the name of Jesus — thousands, it is 
feared, even in England, and fully half of all the 
rest of mankind. Let us therefore up and be 
doing! 

Surely a few pence, or pounds when able, 
will be well spent in such a cause, and bring 
eventually a rich harvest of blessings upon the 
cheerful giver. For the Bible tells us that God 
loves to have such men to worship him. 

O let one and all begin to give. Englishmen 
are born to be generous givers. Begin and you 
will soon learn that to give freely is the greatest 
of enjoyments, next to loving much, and will be 
sure to bring a double blessing. Begin by 
giving what you can well spare from your in- 
come. If in business, lay by a small part of 
your supposed profits every Saturday night ; 
and once a month take it to some one that will 
uadertake the work which you perhaps Yvavft uoX 
' ^^ ^^' — seeking and trying to save \ost aow\^. 



" The liberal deviseth liberal things, and by 
liberal things shall he stand." Isa. xxxii. 8. 

One of the most excellent of our institutions 
is The Church Missionary Society, which has 
done a world of good, with an income, of late 
years, of 100,000/. It would be money well 
bestowed to double or treble that amount. The 
London, the Wesleyan, and the Moravian 
Missionary Societies, are all also well worthy 
of support. But the Church Missionary is 
my favourite, knowing well the men. And I 
would also give freely to the Church Pastoral 
Aid, the child of the excellent F. Sandoz, 
and the truly noble and Rev. John Harding ; 
also to the London City Mission ; also the Bible * 
Society, the Home and Colonial Infant and Ju- 
venile School Society, the Rev. Joseph Baylee's 
Theological College at Birkenhead, the Rev. F. 
Close's Normal School at Cheltenham, &c. &c. 
The last named is one of very prime import- 
ance. 

Almost all healthy persons, in a prosperous 
community like ours, can earn more than neces- 
sary demands require. A proportion should be 
saved, to accumulate, as all prudent persons will 
agree. The remainder we may allowably allot 
to our own pleasure and relaxation from care, 
but not till we have assisted him that needeth, 
remembering the Saviour's words, " It ia more 
blessed to give than to receive." 

I have always thought that none of our clergy 
preach half enough of charity sermons. AlLtk^ 
money coUect^d by tVexft, ^VC^ ^ ^^ "^^^^ 
tions to the whole o^ ox« «a^^^^^ ^^^ 



is a thing tnat may oe maae w gruw $ i 
ig would tend more to humanize the m 
f the multitude, than by gentle means 

them into the propriety of every heal 
I giving something. It may be fairly 

and I verily believe it to be true, t 
who resolve to do good with a part 
money are the very men who are u 
sful in saving. And Grod is sure to 
another blessing, in preserving the h< 
Tom the love of money for its own sake 
:hteen hundred and forty-seven years i 
reabouts, the adorable Jehovah, Creato 
»rlds and all creatures, took upon him 
iture, and trod upon this earth, a real i 
arselves in everything but sin. The equ 
us Son, the Son of God, in order to f 
.father's good pleasure, became the : 
1 missionary, proclaiming a free pardo: 
K)r sinners that should repent and trus 



must that nature have been reduced, to require 
80 costly a sacrifice I The blood of the adorable 
Jesus was shed upon the cross to purchase the 
pardon of sinners, that is, of every child of man 
that with a true heart and faith believes on his 
name. 

His last command was, " Go, and teach all 
nations." And are we so well prepared to meet 
our God that we can afford to neglect this posi- 
tive command ? Have we been so attentive to 
our duties that we have any good works to 
spare ? 

Did Jesus spend all night in prayer to God ? 
Did he toil in evangelizing the poor ? Was he 
eaten up with zeal ? Did he almost faint under 
his last trial, with a bloody sweat ? Was his 
meek forehead pierced with thorns ? Were his 
hands and feet transfixed with horrid nails, and 
his side pierced by the Roman spear ? And all 
for the sake of poor but rebellious men ! And 
shall those men do nothing and give nothing for 
the help of them for whom Christ died ? 

Forbid it every manly feeling ! Let the 
nation arouse as one man, and every man, wo- 
man, and child, put their hands to the plough, 
and not draw back till the name of Jesus is ex- 
alted in every land, and his praises sounded from 
hill to hill round and round the world. 

The animating account given by the noble 
American missionary. Dr. Grant, of the Nesto- 
rian Hebrew Christians, whom he found residing 
among the Medean mountains in A^iiafcssssis^^^s?!:'^ 
calculated to give w?. \v\^\ \vw$^'^ ^^ 'Cj^^ Sx&>q^'^^ 
The existence o^ avieV a v^o^V,> '^^^^ ^^^-^^^ 



phrates as " kings of the East,** 
panied by English and Prussia: 
haps also by the banners of the 
up on high, as friends and allies, 
Messiah. Dr. Grant's skill as 
opened a way for him into almo 
so that he became intimately ac' 
very fine race of people. 

My own visions of the futur 
distinctly defined, though I gre 
the wonderful book which givt 
the principal events which shall 
to pass in the Redeemer's church, 
words of the Living God, and '. 
promised on reading and hearing 
keeping the things that are there 
is a duty therefore to try to urn 
and if we pray for wisdom in 
the Holy Spirit will not leave us 



Such thoughts make one look inwards, and, dis- 
cerning self, cry, unclean, unclean I 

The University of Cambridge, as guardian of 
the Hulsean Fund, has issued, for consideration 
this year, the subject of our Saviour's first ad- 
vent. A worthy subject for a nation to ponder ; 
and certainly not inferior, in importance and the 
magnitude of its consequences, to his second 
coming. 

The question is issued in the following 
words : — 

Hulsean Dissertation for October, 1847. — 
" The fitness of the time of Christ's coming, in 
relation to the moral, intellectual, social, and 
political condition of the heathen." 

The transaction which we are here invited to 
consider is by far the most important, not only 
that ever engaged human attention, but proba- 
bly that ever originated in the manifold wisdom 
of God. Nothing less indeed than one person 
of the glorious Godhead all3dng himself with 
man, with one of his creatures, " formed of the 
dust of the ground," taking upon him, in fact, 
man's nature, and becoming to all intents and 
purposes a man, even such as we are, yet with- 
out sin. He came into the world a little child, 
subject to all the infirmities that flesh is heir to, 
liable to hunger and weariness, and capable of 
growing " in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man," at the same time that he 
continued to be the "Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting FatVve.T^\\jift.'^^cvsNSifc 
of Peace." It cannot \>e aroife^ \» %\."^^ V<st^ ^«^ 
reflect for a short time wpoiv \\\^ ^tcvko»^ ^cpcns^^- 



tbrone, and have daily converse with " \ 
and sinners," to suffer such privatioi 
woiid's wealth, that he had not of 
" where to lay his head ! " Why did 
only dr^n to the dregs the cup of mortal 
in order to sympathize with our evei 
but also endure the weight of almighty 
sure against the sins of the whole wo 
saken for a time even by his loving, 1 
Father ? 

The reason wtis — that he loved and lot 
a love that no waters can drown, the chi 
his adoption, the faithful Abraham and 1 
the vessels of mercy whom he had res( 
cherish as his portion for ever — the chos 
— chosen to be with him where he is, d 
never-ending eteraity. " He saw of the 
of his soul, and was satisfied/' 

They also while in the wilderness s 
troubled in some sort «» ha -uroo f,.^^ui-j 
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shall love him in that blessed eternity to which 
we are hastening ; for making our failings and 
weaknesses the foundations of strength and se- 
curity, "when I am weak then am I strong." 
The chastenings wie need for cleansing, puri- 
fying, and establishing our souls, will in future 
remembrances appear like clasps of pure gold, 
entwining us closer to him in fond affection, and 
adding adamantine bonds of needless but beauti- 
ful strength to the sure anchor of the Saviour's 
love to our souls, and to the oath of the adorable 
Jehovah ; for Paul goes on to say, that " tribula- 
tion worketh patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope." 

The promise of our God, in itself alone, is a 
foundation more secure than anything which 
human wisdom could suggest. But eternal 
godly wisdom has decided that the profoundest 
depths of a creature's love shall grow out of 
suffering. 

And not only will the loveliest, highest order 
of love spring up among those '* which came out 
of great tribulation," but all the most neglected 
of men, the sons and daughters of toil, even the 
multitudes of our towns and fields, that have ap- 
peared in their daily vocations to be wearing 
away their strength and sinews, and cutting 
short their lives for no other purpose than that 
of adding the glitter and tinsel of gold to the 
sunshine of those that prosper in tMs world — 
if only they give themselves to Jesus — shall find 
that the love of God has ever been fix&d ^i?^'«w 
them, " before the £owiida.V\ow c^i ^^ ^«^^T 
For there can be ivo do\x)o\. \ivj\ ^^vv '^^ ^'^^^ 



lifficulties to of^^^ 
I iDto their hea^>^ "^ 
jod sends an hon^ ,^ ^ 
fuUj "the poor ^^^'^ 
ten gladly and la>.^^ 
ieity. The learn ,?€/ 
he poor are evan 
Nation of Matthew 

5tow our attention 
ettor of the theme 
scuss, and which, 
meaning, is in fact 
on, but will be for 
which the ne^er- 
;n and angels shall 
ges to exhaust, 
der, for praise, for 
lantly in endless 
and magnify the 
I manifest in the 
eemer— who took 
-ring on hisi own 
hateful mass of a* 
uption, with the 
f offended Omni- 
i uniitterfible, the 
It ; and who died 
lis very enemies 
rnal. 

:rue Christian to 
St possible doubt 

it we may «i\\.^itt^\. 
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to shew that he did appoint a time that admira- 
bly suited the occasion. 

" When the fulness of time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons." Gal. iv. 4, 5. " God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory." 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

Every man's duty in everything that he un- 
dertakes is in the first place to consult the glory 
of God. And may he vouchsafe to guide all 
our thoughts in the way of helping forward that 
most happy result. Cowper wrote, some fifty 
years ago, '* man praises man." And our great 
men of this day need quite as much to be re- 
minded that, in the Bible and its authority, is 
a much greater one than Solomon or Shakspeare : 
and more wisdom in the spirit of Moses' Law, 
than in the crude and hasty notions now too 
prevalent. 

The blessed Advent that we are now comme- 
morating had a glorious announcement by a 
company of angels, saying, " Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward 
men." The glory of God was, indeed, in the 
eyes of all really well-judging and considerate 
men, very greatly promoted a few years after- 
wards, when it was seen that a few illiterate 
men, chiefly fishermen, shook to its foundation 
the whole Roman Empire, the i^yws.^ ^sjk^vx^^^ 
of the world, by a\mi^\y ^t^^Oko^^ ^Cgr xv^ass^st. ^ 
Jesus. 



The first question we have to 
moral state of the heathen at t 
Saviour's coming. As a genei 
has often been assumed, and I 1 
jority of writers, that human i 
moral characteristics, is very i 
in all ages. The phases, it is 
differ, and the qualities greatly 
average of good and bad, when t: 
scale, may very probably be near 
equal. 

But I much doubt the fact o 
competent judge of such matters 
ready to pronounce judgments o 
while our faculties are but sm 
counsel of the Lord, that shall 
xix. 21. Let us hear what on 
better authority. Matt. xi. 23. 
naum, which art exalted unto h 
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Romans, giving a very similar testimony, about 
thirty years later. And let it not be lost sight 
of, that this heavy doom was pronounced against* 
Capernaum, after having, not enjoyed, but neg- 
lected, the very highest advantages ; the sight 
of the miracles performed, and the hearing of 
the persuasive words that were preached by 
the man^ of whom it was said, even by the rough 
officials, sent to take him by the Priests and 
Pharisees — " never man spake like this man." 

If stick preaching could not, of itself, save 
men, O how incumbent on us is it fervently 
to pray—" O Holy Spirit of the living God — 
Thyself the Eternal Jehovah — what mortal man 
shall ever presume that he can think a good 
thought without thee ! O deign to melt all our 
hearts with thy celestial fire, for Jesus Christ's 
sake." 

Yet though the Bible — every sentence of 
which is eternal truth — ^fully establishes the 
fact, that particular nations or families of men 
may differ widely in proportions of sinfulness, 
we may also fully as much depend on the Word 
which cannot contradict itself, when we find 
Paul writing to Timothy, in the midst of his 
beautiful prayer for all descriptions of men— ^ 
" This is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour ; toko will have all men to be 
savedy and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all^ tc^ \si>^ \rs56Sm^>. 
in due time." We cannot^ \\\fcx^^Qx^^^<^^^'^*^'^ 
all men are objects oi X^ve^ ^wSaw^'^ ^'««s^'^ 



uotss something to improve his ne: 
it is certain that the Gospel is tl 
all moral evil. It heals effectual 
lieve. No sickness, no trouble, i 
harm. The Christian bears abo 
charmed life. Danger has no exis 
who, when he dies, will fall asleep 
The only thing of real conseq 
evanescent scene is, an incessant 
ourselves and others, into a ready, 1 
or waiting obediencey without, at tl 
the least dependence upon that tutoi 
were " suflBlcient of ourselves, to dc 
>f ourselves." Of necessity, the ci 
lepend on the Creator. But the ^ 
7hich Englishmen possess, and s< 
ustly value, for that other men slioi 
ower to restrain the free-born, se< 
et has its disadvantages. Liberty, 
gives opportunitv tn i^« 



17 

indvtrelling is promised to the man of prayer, is 
ever ready to give us his teaching, and access 
to all truth, in wearing the gentle yoke of Christ. 
In being crowned with that yoke is found a 
peace, " which passeth understanding," — and the 
more closely and earnestly it is embraced, the 
more shall the happy owner become possessed 
of rest, quietness, meekness, and humility. 

We ought to be very careful of pronouncing 
•dogmatically, or giving judgments hastily on 
comparisons of characters, even when drawing 
our opinions from the Bible. We cannot know 
who are the greatest sinners. And our Saviour 
•expressly guards us against concluding those 
even to be such who are evidently marked out 
by providential visitations. ** Children of wrath" 
we all are by nature ; but many such will, when 
^'changed," be bright jewels in the Saviour's 
crown ; while some that we hardly dare to 
think of, now that they are gone, after much 
loving them here, will be beaten with few 
stripes, and some with many — ^while some " shall 
receive greater damnation." 

In conducting an investigation into the moral 
state of the heathen at different periods of the 
world's history, and reading various authors who 
seem to have had access to the best sources of 
information, I have been led to conclude, that 
the well-known lines of Horace accurately de- 
scribe the usual progress in all nations, till the 
Almighty, in his providence, sends a corrective. 

-ffitas parentum, i)ejop avis, tullt 
Nos neqruoT^s, mox d^Axao^ 
Ptogeniem vilioBioxem. 



US of the Canaanitish nations : — " ." 
ination to the Lord, which he hateth 
done unto their gods, for even their 
iheir daughters have they burnt in tl 
leir gods." While the Books of 
the Prophets are full of judgment 
neiations against all the heathen n 
heir idolatries and other evil doings, 
le common tendency of human nat 
strongly marked, also, in a communi 
God to Abraham, Gen. xv. 16. "! 
ih generation they shall come hither • 
he iniquity of the Amorites is not yei 
\ tlie chosen race speedily "corrupted 
;s," when Moses left them but for 
; and, indeed, their whole history, no 
ling the advantage of having a j 
il law, accompanied by stringent dir< 
onduct in all possible circumstances, c 
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Matt, xxiii. 35. The shocking character of that 
generation is fully shewn in that glowing picture 
given by the same beneficent Saviour in Matt, 
xii. 39—45. 

One of the conclusions that we seem justified 
in drawing from these facts is, that our all-wise, 
all-righteous Sovereign has thought it proper 
to allow more and more light to dawn upon 
mankind, by what appear to us, perhaps, slow 
degrees, but nevertheless fitted for his glorious 
purposes of love, and suited to their slowly 
growing capacity to receive, to bear, and to 
understand it. 

The patriarchs, prophets, priests, judges, and 
kings, by their rule, and by types, miracles, and 
predictions, accorded by the Most High, had 
given great facilities to increase of knowledge ; 
but all had failed to improve the general state of 
morals, or even to secure from declension. Men 
forsook the Bible and the religion of the heart, 
for the Talmud, and foinns, and tradition. And 
if this was the case with the favoured nation, 
we need not be surprised if the Gentiles were 
still worse, as in the grosser vices they certainly 
were. 

The Jew did not much associate with the 
heathen, though one of the commands of their 
gracious God was — " Love ye the stranger, for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt." But 
it is easy to trace a resemblance to the great 
Hebrew Legislator in the best parts of the 
religions and writings of the celebrated sa^e.«. 
of Greece and Ronvfe. Kti^ >«V^^<i. •Cj^sk^ ^jS^x^ 
it would be very ^^wcV^om^ Vo \/^ ^*^ s^afcx^cv- 



J .*M,v» pcwseeu away, and it h 

evident to all faithful, truly enlightened 
all the mighty hosts of holy angels, 
the wisdom of God the world by wist 
not God/' — ^the fulness of the time 
for him that is love, to fulfil his 
mission, to accomplish the mighty 
man's redemption, to pay the immens 
man's pardon, to reconcile man to Go 
to his liege Lord. — And to fit man for 
drous change — a task impossible to al 
— the God-man. 

And he came — the seed of the w 
destroy the works of the devil, to aboli 
to spoil wicked principalities and powei 
our condemnation to the cross, to bea 
sins in his own body on the tree, to si 
contradiction of sinners — and to trai 
Ignorant men for the purpose of tur 
vorld upside down, by preaching Jesu 

ind \\\n\ f*r»ytM^^^ -.-J - ^ 
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shew is, that the intellectual condition of the 
heathen greatly facilitated that success. 

Whoever has read with attention the very 
able work of Dr. M'Caul— " The Old Paths," 
(Hatchard, 1837,) — will, I think, be disposed to 
agree that it was full time for " The desire of 
M nations" to "come to his own," when the 
only nation that possessed the truth had " made 
the commandments of God of none effect by 
their tradition ; " when the same heavenly 
shining from Mount Sinai, from which was 
derived through successive generations, all the 
light really worth having, that was ever spread 
among the other nations of the earth, had 
become obscured by strange superstitions, no 
doubt suggested by the Evil one, and nearly 
banished from among the chosen race. Nothing 
can be more absurd than some of the wild 
fancies which their learned Rabbins passed upon 
the people as articles of belief. 

The Jewish oral law, which was in force in 
the time of our Saviour, required that in order 
to become a Rabbi, a learner should give one 
third of his time for study to the written word 
of God, one-third to Mishna, and one-third to 
Gemara— that is two-thirds to the traditions of 
men. But that when he has become great in 
wisdom he ought to devote all his days to 
Gemara. 

Mr. Townley tells us, in his " Dlustrations of 
Biblical Literature," among other well-selected 
and curious matter, that tke Qt\^w ^S. ^-e>Sx^'«i^ 
probably took place from ^o^^^\i««N5^'>^^^^^^'=''^'^% 
at the delivery oi 1\\€^ ^.^^ 1^\^«» ^"^ ^vw!^« 



le nistory ot tneir naaon ; ana 
ality, sublimity, and purity of 
londity, which could only have p 
)iyine inspiration, instructed an 
bosen people of Grod, through a 
xtending from the decease of 
.me of Ezra and Nehemiah, and 
losed the sacred canon of the C 
bout 400 years before the inca 
^deemer." Townley, Vol. I. p. i 
821.) 

On the return from the captivi 
was found that the whole natio: 
le Chaldee or Syro-Chaldaic 
leir mother tongue, so that the 
oth to read in Hebrew, and t 
mse to the people in Chaldee, pei 
Fehemiah viii. 8. All the Targi 
I the necessity of translating t 
ito languages understood by the ] 
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letter of the alphabet occurred in the whole 
Bible. 

So important was it in the eyes of our 
gracious God, that no rational doubt should 
remain on the minds of his searching and 
praying people respecting even any one single 
word that had come from him. 

The five books of the law were originally 
divided into fifty-four sections, because the 
Jewish year had sometimes fifty-four Sabbaths. 
And one section was read in the Synagogues 
every Sabbath day. But, about the year 160 
B.C., Antiochus Epiphanes forbad it to be read 
any more, and they then substituted fifty-four 
out of the Prophets. 

The Maccabees, however, restored the reading 
of the law, and then both were used, as first 
and second lessons. A plan from which was 
probably derived our own excelleht Church of 
England practice. 

We have already seen that the great bulk of 
the Jewish nation, nearly all indeed of the 
learned, had, at the time of the Saviour's 
appearance, blinded their minds with the notion 
that religion consists wholly of ceremonial 
observances ; as one may judge from the ques- 
tion asked in John vii. 48. " Have any of 
the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him ? " 
The tradition of their Talmuds had changed 
the most zealous of them into mere formalists. 
Still we know that there were some remains of 
godly persons like Anna, and Sime«Ck.^ "kcA. 
Zacharias — " walking \iv «XV \)w6 <!.Qim\£v5^>s^.^^v^s*^ 
and ordinances o£ lYift \iwc<i, \Jv»w^^<^^'» "^^ 
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irresistible progress of Christianity always suc- 
ceeding in softening even where it does not con- 
vince or subdue, and refining the manners even 
where it fails to convert the heart. A similar 
ameliorating effect would naturally take place in 
the rough and savage minds of the untaught 
heathen, when brought into contact with gleams 
from the Sanctuary. 

It would not suit the plan of such a work as 
this, the object of which is chiefly to administer 
au impetus to missionary exertion, to give even 
a list of all the clever authors who have helped 
in different ages of the world to raise the stan- 
dard of men's minds in the pursuit and attain- 
ment of knowledge. But the number of them 
is surprisingly great. Tacitus among the Ro- 
mans, and the Grecian or Sicilian Diodorus, 
with Plutarch, are good samples of historical 
writers. And Aristotle and Plato, Cicero and 
Seneca, as general reasoners, gave proof of very 
considerable acuteness of thought and expression, 
mixed with great obtuseness of moral feeling. 

Thus men's minds were very extensively 
brought into a highly intellectual condition, pre- 
pared by a large stock of information, quickly to 
understand, and those that were honest among 
them joyfully to receive, the glad tidings of a 
free salvation. 

And thus, though "it was everywhere spoken 
against," all the wiles of Satan, jdl the might of 
Rome, all the politeness of Pliny, and all the 
subtlety of Julian, failed to arreat IK^ ^-^cs-^^k^. 
of the Gospel, and the Uotcv?k.vi >wwtV^ xva«iv«i^^ 
became Christian. 
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We will now attempt to consider the social 
condition of the heathen nations at the time of 
our Saviour's appearance. And it may be men- 
tioned that the manners of the Romans had 
spread far and wide, producing a prodigious 
effect by the immense power given by them to 
every father over his children, extending even 
to that of life and death. There seems to have 
grown up among them a strength of national 
character which gave consolidation and force to 
their efforts, and probably much facilitated com- 
munion of sentiment one with another. It is a 
curious fact that, with all their knowledge and 
politeness, the Romans had no idea of benevo- 
lence. They greatly admired justice, but all 
their virtues were imbued with hardness. They 
had no value for philanthropy.* They hated 
- duelling ; indeed, no instance of such an occur- 
rence I believe is mentioned in their history. 
It was one of their most favourite maxims, that a 
man's life is the property of his country. And, 
on the other hand, for the very same reason, 
they rather patronized suicide : a man that can- 
not take care of himself, and get on in the world, 
ought to be content to die. 

• Capt. Pasley (now I believe General), in his admi- 
rable book, written between 1808 and 1811, (4tb edit., 
Egerton, WhitehaU,) says of the Romany : ** In the 
early ages of their history they disdained to take ad- 
vantage of any base or treacherous means, in order to 
effect the destruction of an adversary, and they gene- 
rally acted with the greatest generosity and moderation 
to the v^i}Quished. In short, it was by their superior free- 
dom and justice^ as much as by their Bupetiot valour and 
militarjr skill, that the Romans conquetedtYvft n»ox\^." 
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Yet amidst all this submission and reverence 
for authority, and this rigid severity of manners, 
a great and free spirit of liberty survived 
amongst them, even far into the times of their 
emperors, when the life of every man in the 
whole world was at the mercy of such a monster 
as Nero. It does not appear that any bad con- 
sequences ever ensued from a father*8 rule being 
invested with such stern authority, which was 
much mitigated by the judicious treatment and 
estimation of women which they had been led to 
adopt. 

The ten Commissioners whom they sent to 
Athena to procure a digest of the laws of Solon, 
seem to have selected with great judgment such 
parts as suited well with their previously adopted 
manners. A high and noble character was ex- 
pected from Roman matrons, and they endea- 
voured to deserve it. This led to much that 
was very fine in the conduct of the people, 
manly feeling and heroic friendships. It was 
said of the Gracchi, the sons of Cornelia* that 
they were educated " non tam in graemio, quam 
in sermone matris,"-r-not so much in the bosom 
as in the tongue of their mother. And many of 
the wives of the higher orders took especial care 
that their children should be kept out of the 
way of low, vulgar conversation. 

Some of these are very fine traits of character, 
and I believe justly belong to that which was by 
far the most powerful nation of antiquity. But 
we have now, as we had in th^ <i»sft ^<l'«^c«.'5^^:«^ 
to look at a very AsltVl sv^*^ ^'l N^^ ^v^^^ .e^T^^ 
though all nations \i«A \e«nv^^ ^^^ ^"^^ 
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Jews, yet the chiefs and great men had the cun- 
ning to pervert the knowledge obtained into a 
mere engine of state, to serve their own vile 
ends of preserving power, and of course wealth, 
in their own hands. 

All the religions that ever proceeded from 
man, down to the pretended catholic of our day, 
were, and are in reality, machines for managing 
the ignorant multitude, and keeping them igno- 
rant. 

The Jews themselves of the time of our 
Saviour had deformed their religion. "In vain 
they worship me, teaching for doctrine the 
commandments of men." ]\Iatt. xv. 9. And 
again, "Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men : for ye neither go in your- 
selves, neither suffer ye them that are entering 
to go in." Matt, xxiii. 13. 

This was bad enough. But the God whom 
they professed to serve, though not righteously, 
was the true God ; and many of the Pharisees 
were probably sincere zealots. 

But all the heathen, including all the remain- 
der of the Roman world, were in a much worse 
condition ; for their pnests were the merest 
impostors, and the worst men in the nation, and 
the very deities whom they held up to be wor- 
shipped, were themselves exemplifications of the 
most abominable vices. 

Bishop Warburton very happily said, that 
when a professed Christian is a wicked man, " it 
js in spite of his religion J" But, in the ease of a 
Jieathen, it is in cod sequence o? \\\a YVi\\^\oiv. 
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The consequences which flowed from such a 
state of things were of the most deplorable 
description. Throughout society there was an 
under current of frightful faithlessness, fraud, 
malice, covetousness, and everything that is 
evil. The very light that was in them was 
darkness. 

The great apostle says, " It is a shame even 
to speak of those things which were done of 
them in secret." 

And notwithstanding all their noble public 
virtues, it is impossible not to mention and 
brand with a just abhorrence, their cruel, and 
cowardly, and detestable practice of compelling 
the poor gladiators to fight even to death for 
their amusement. 

The most lamentable feature however in the 
position of the heathen was, that they had no 
Bible, no Prayer-book, no written public law of 
religion, no standard from which better things 
might spring. 

Some dreaming assumed liberals have imagined 
the commencement of social national existence 
to have arisen from a large gathering of men, 
meeting to consult about a form of government, 
and stipulations for equal laws, — for instance, 
that each individual of the community should be 
willing to do for every other, whatever that 
other is in want of, that would not injure him- 
self. 

This notion having cott^^X^^ Sx.^^^^^^-t?^^'^^ 
contentedly to repoa^ \tv t\Nfc cowniv^^^^^ *^^^^ 
Paul was quite corr^cX m \s^^ ^2v»aK^^> 



"there is no power but of God," and that there 
has always been a power to coerce evil-doeis, 
originally paternal. 

As families multiplied, some would become 
more numerous, rich, and powerful than others ; 
and we may conclude, that alliances would be 
formed among the weaker for protection ; till, at 
last, ambition made use of the evil passions of 
men, and wars ensued, and kings and kingdoms 
sprung up. 

But something claiming to be paternal, seems 
to have been the relation between the Rulers 
and the ruled at all times. The first mighty 
king that we read of, Nebuchadnezzar, was 
appointed by God himself. King of kings, and 
Master of the whole world. And we find, in 
the book of Daniel iv. 10 — 12, a beautiful 
description, by the pen of inspiration, of his 
paternal government, — where the monarch is 
represented under the figure of a large, tall tree, 
with fair leaves and much fruit, as the dispenser 
of blessings of every description, affording shade, 
protection, shelter, and food to all. 

The head was of gold, the first of the four 
great empires, that the Word of God tells us, 
were appointed to reign in the earth till the 
second coming of the Messiah. And it appears 
that the pride of station overset his reason for a 
time. I think he must have had a good kind 
friend in Daniel, or he would scarcely have re- 
gained his throne, which he did ; and what was 
much better, a reconciliation to God. 
^ut absolute power, in t\\e \iaivda o^ ow^ w 
oianjr^ ivhicb generally prevaaVed ^^erj^Xvet^ 
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but among the Israelites, tends to debase the 
character. And though knowledge might have 
increased, we have seen that morals upon the 
whole were deteriorated, and the whole social 
system was worse among the heathen, even than 
it was with the Jews. 

There was something exceedingly beautiful in 
the first beginnings of Christianity. The holy 
love which bound the disciples together in social 
harmony, seems to have acted as a charm. And 
even some of those that ignorantly despised 
them, could not help saying, " See how these 
Christians love one another." 

It is lamentable to observe how soon, when 
the power of Christianity was ascertained, 
worldly men, the tools of Anti-christ, perverted 
it to be employed as a source of gain, and 
means of empire, and even tyranny over men's 
consciences. 

We cannot doubt that an Almighty Ruler 
could with ease have so ordered matters, as to 
have converted all the nations to Christianity, 
and filled the whole earth with zealous worship- 
pers in a very short space of time. But we do 
not understand his plans. We have not his deep 
thoughts before us. His ways are not our ways. 
Yet many lights break upon us, if we humbly 
wait upon God in prayer. Bright scenes are 
occasionally vouchsafed, as much as we can bear; 
and a kind Master's hand manifested to us, to 
cheer and delight as well as to awe, to confirm 
us in unwavering faith, wcv^ ^OkTv^XaaJOcj \»rx^^^»^^ 
love. 

To Him, the gro^lYv ol ^ '^^^ ^^^ "^ 
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years, and tlie growth of a Church for six thou- 
sand years, are equally easy. The more atten- 
tively you read the Bible, the more completely 
you are convinced that the Old and New Testa- 
ments contain only one religion, though in 
two separate covenants ; and may truly be 
called one connected and perfect chain of reason- 
ing throughout. It was the Gospel that was 
preached to Abraham before the Law was given 
to the Israelites. (See Galatians iii. 8.) 

Time is of no consequence to the Eternal. 
We have " a sure light that shineth in a dark 
place,'* (2 Pet. i. 19.) to guide us. And thrice 
and more blessed is he that reads much with 
humble prayer of God's foreteUings, at the same 
time humbly repressing an over-curious spirit ; 
for he shall find so much truthfulness, so much 
faithful fulfilment of prophecy, as will establish 
his heart in faith, and gradually shape his mind 
to God's mind, and prepare him to know that a 
certain performance of all the promises will 
surely come. 

There is a wonderful grandeur in the combi- 
nations which the Almighty hand fashions to 
accomplish his purposes, even when he stoops 
from his lofty throne, to mould his plans for 
carrying on the afikirs of such small creatures as 
we are. When even from among such as us, 
his blessed intention is to ^' bring many sons 
unto glory." " My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work." 

What appears to our imperfect vision an im- 
peaetrahle lahjiinth of preparatioiv, m TMiJKATi^ 
Joanjr things, and persons, and events, tyv^^ wA 
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shadows of others to come, and these in tlicnr 
turn to become themselves types of still moj-e 
things in the distant future — is yet naked and 
opened to his view, and was, before we were born, 
and all as fixed and certain as his own eternity. 

It is his will that in general the growth of 
his human children in holiness shall be slow 
and gradual, and their characters formed by 
much trial and affliction. And in a similar Vay 
the history of his Churcli branches out into 
many vicissitudes of flourishing and decay, of 
faithfuhiess and coldness, of persecution and 
prosperity — the last being perhaps the most 
dangerous. 

But his glorious strength and energy are its 
sustaining, never-failing foundations. And like 
the noble oak tree, when planted in a goodly 
soil, fed and fostered by heaven's dews, showers, 
and gales, the Church of Christ has stood the 
pelting of many storms, and shall be immortal. 
Jesus, the morning star, being her Guide, Pro- 
tector, Saviour, and God, all the powers of dark- 
ness, even " the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it." 

The political condition of the heathen world 
was very favourable to the spirit of Christianity, 
for all the nations were at peace, and as it were 
asleep under the shadow of the wings of the Ro- 
man eagle. When the greater [)art of the Jews 
at Rome rejected the Gospel, Paul said to them, 
"Be it known, therefore, unto you, that the 
salvation of God is sent unto 1\\^ Q^^5^A^'«^^ "^j^^ 
that they will hear it.' c-o v -c 

It had, indeed, a\ready,\>^ \>cv^.«.^^^^^ ^S.^^^>^ > 
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been blessed to the conversion, to the knowl^^ 
of a Saviour, of a noble Roman soldier ^ 
many of his friends. The vast prepondera.///;^ 
power of the Roman emperors, at this tuod, 
made it a very easy thing to procure admission 
to every part of the world. We read, in Acts 
viii. 4, when the disciples were persecuted at 
Jerusalem, " Therefore, they that were scattered 
abrbad, went everywhere preaching the word ;** 
— and Paul says, Rom. x. 18., "Their sound 
went into all the earth, and their words unto 
the ends of the world." 

But when emperors and great men became 
Christians, considerable numbers followed the ex- 
ample without giving their hearts. Corruptions of 
every kind ensued and prevailed to a great ex- 
tent. And worldly men in the church itself, soon 
began to persecute those who were Christians 
indeed. A long night of darkness was the 
consequence, with continually increasing licen- 
tiousness among the clergy, which lasted for 
many centuries ; during which time it would be 
very difficult to find progress in anything 
good. 

There is certainly much ground for melan- 
choly feeling to arise in the mind, when we 
consider that much more than half of the present 
inhabitants of the globe have probably never 
heard the name of Jesus. And it is quite cer- 
tain that we have fallen far short of our duty 
in missionary efforts. We have not obeyed the 
command, ** Go, and teach all nations.** But 
that 18 no reason for slackening our eSox\»» Oia. 
^^G contrary, let UB urge on one anolYiW, ** V)q» 
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we may receive a full reward." God is able to 
help us to bring up lost time. 

And there are many signs of good things 
coming, and coming quickly. Our noble Bible, 
Church Missionary, and Pastoral Aid, and 
almost innumerable other societies, are pleasant 
intimations of Grod's kindness to us. God is 
not to be judged by " feeble sense." The glo- 
rious Creator of all things, dwelling in inacces- 
sible brightness, gives no account of his secret 
matters. He knows how to cause boundless 
love and infinite wisdom to work his will. If 
he should frown, all creature existence, even 
archangels, might be annihilated, but that his 
own unchangeable word gives assurance that 
" his mercy endureth for ever." To him the 
highest angel and the meanest insect, in the 
reckoning of comparative power, ai'e equally 
insignificant. He reckons millions of years but 
as a moment of time. And yet will he make 
his abode, his never-ending abode, for all the 
millions of millions of coming years, in the 
hearts of all the men that shall ever truly love 
him for Christ's sake, the adorable and only 
Mediator. Pleasing him will be endless life, 
happiness, and true freedom : solid, and deep- 
seated, and eternally secured comfort and joy. 
Displeasing him wiU be endless misery and 
horrid slavery — slavery to the cruel author of 
evil and our own base selfishness. 

But an objector may ask, how does the pre- 
sent dark condition of so large a proportion. o€ 
the human race eoTk%\«X >«\^ *^^ ^^"^^^^ 
advent being apl^omleSL ^^ ^«t\^'^ ^^'aa* 
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politic measure to let the world see that more 
than eighteen centuries would be consumed in 
leavening only half the globe with the Christian 
faith, and that even of that half only a small 
proportion can be fairly reckoned upon as true 
disciples ? 

The most suitable answer to such a question 
will be perhaps to ask another question — is it 
not, on the part of the Almighty, a transcen- 
dantly wonderful exhibition of patience, that 
such a world should be allowed to exist at all ? 
Has not God borne with you and me, sinners as 
we are, far more than any one man would ever 
bear with another ? 

Or how can we tell whether the divine pur- 
pose may, or may not be, that when his once 
highly-favoured race shall, if it so please him, 
** be grafted into their own olive tree," nations 
of believers shall be born in a day ; or, '"fly 
as doves to their dovecotes," and so exalt, in a 
signal manner, the only name that can give us 
salvation ? 

The Omniscient must know what is best, and 
his vast plans, though they may ripen by what 
we poor ignorant insects may judge to be slow 
degrees, will certainly issue in fulfilling all his 
good pleasure. And let us pray earnestly that 
the same may be your pleasure and mine. 

We, in our little corner of the universe, have 

but small knowledge even of the events that 

most concern ourselves, the works and doings 

of our every-day life. We know that good 

angela are sent forth to " minister for them who 

s/j^/J be heirs of salvation." It \a 'vexy Y^'cJc^iX^«i 
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too, that bad angels have permission to share 
in the scenes and events that are passing around 
us, for all creatures, both good and bad, are 
God's property, and all equally contributing to 
work out his designs, though some unwillingly, 
and perhaps unknowingly; so that we cannot even 
see the most active and influential of the agents 
employed in our affairs ; nor can we possibly 
know all the results to ourselves and others 
which may have been brought about by a 
gracious, overruling, unerring Providence. But 
one conclusion is very clear, that our happiness 
can only come from " trust in God,*' for in 
real power man is as nothing, while, thank God, 
He is everything, " Christ in you the hope of 
glory." 

The real grandeur of the universe is far 
beyond our comprehension, as are also the attri- 
butes of Deity. Our greatest men have been 
the most ready to confess that all the knowledge 
they ever attained, only led them to see that 
the narrow limits of human reason, with all 
the advantage of being allied to the gifts of 
genius and splendid talents, must be content 
with the full conviction, that in this life we are 
necessarily confined to the mere threshold of 
learning. Such men as Bacon and Newton 
admit that they have not penetrated beyond the 
shell. 

Those that are wise in their own conceit are 
apt to form their notions of the attributes of 
a God of all power and m\^\\l, Vi^ \sw\'^'^'^^sw^ 
to the bar of some a7«,\fe\xv, nnXxvOo. Si^^-^ '^'^^'"^.^ 
agreeable to the watwre q'i Wvsv^^ % "^^^ 
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liave gone so far as to reduce the omnipotent, 
omniscient Jehovah into the position of being 
a slave to his own laws ; by alleging that as Om- 
niscience must know everything that will ever 
happen, it must have been all arranged before- 
hand, and thus a kind of fixed fate or destiny 
render it impossible for men to exercise free 
will. Such being the case, too, no man ought 
to be blamed for his actions, for whatever they 
are, he could not have done otherwise. But 
conscience never allows any man to be long 
satisfied with such reasonings as these. All 
men know and feel that they have sinned by 
their own fault. 

The mode of existence, and the method of 
exercising power, of the Great I AM, The only 
Good, The Self-Existent Jehovah, is far beyond 
the scope of created understanding. I do not 
believe that any created intelligence could be 
endued with faculties capable of comprehending 
the stupendous idea. But we may be very 
certain that he wears no fetters. The glorious 
truth is well told by David in the 115th Psalm. 
" Our God is in the heavens. He hath done 
whatsoever he hath pleased." And by the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, xxiii. 24. "Can any hide himself 
in secret places, that I shall not see him ? saith 
the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth ? 
saith the Lord." 

And now being satisfied tliat* our gracious 

God and Sovereign made no mistake about the 

best time for the Saviour's advent, it will per- 

/mps be allowable to take some i\ol\e,e o^ t\\^ 

position ia prophetical history *\w vj\\\c\v w« 
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tl .es may be supposed to be placed, what are 
our duties, and who our best guides. In as 
far as the calculation of time is concerned, I 
confess to great doubts ; as I think it is for wite 
reasons purposely concealed. And some of the 
prophecies are also given in words, which it 
seems to me only the events can explain, being, 
in my judgment partly literal and partly figu- 
rative. These are of a description that when 
receiving an exact fulfilment, will most deci- 
sively prove absolute foreknowledge. 

The Rev. E. B. Elliot has imparted to the 
subject of prophecy a greatly increased interest ; 
and his valuable researches have thrown much 
light on many diflBcult subjects. Every one 
that can procure the means, would do well to 
read his book, " Horse Apocalypticae." Most of 
his conclusions appear to me unanswerable. 

The Rev. James Townley compiled three ex- 
ceedingly interesting volumes (Longman, 1821) 
showing a wonderful succession of gracious 
providences, in raising up holy, persevering, 
devoted men, in all the dark ages of the Church, 
to fight manfully for the preservation in the 
world of a knowledge of the great name, and 
salvation by free grace. 

The Rev. J. B. Marsden wrote, a few years 
ago, a sweet little volume on the " Comings of 
Christ," and I think his book on the " Festivals 
of the Church " one of the most able works 
that have been published these fifty years. 

But perhaps the most dialiw^m^^^ <^^ \snsA<ks^^ 
authors is Bishop Hora\ey, ^\ia^^ ^^^^^*^3> 
discoaraea on the 45th "Ps.a\Ta oc^ ^ ^^"^^ "^^ 
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treat, and probably give a correct picture of the 
future, as regards the Jewish nation ; though 
one cannot but perceive that some texts in the 
New Testament cast a doubt upon the literal 
meaning, or perhaps it would be more correct 
to say, upon the absolute certainty of fulfilment. 
It is to be observed, that all the promises of 
God are conditional. Even in the case of Abra- 
ham, he says, "for I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the T>ord.'' 
He could see into Abraham's heart. It is very 
true that God had given that heart to Abraham; 
and so he will to you and me, if we ask in faith 
in Christ's name. But many an unbeliever 
argues and hesitates and gets out of his depth, 
and finally perishes, because he chooses to follow 
his own evil inclinations. 

The opinion of the Bishop, in which he 
agrees with Bishop Home, is that the high 
personage called in the Psalm the Queen, is the 
sam«} as is afterwards called the King's Daugh- 
ter ; that the connexion between Christ and his 
spouse unites in itself every relation and every 
affection. She is therefore daughter, wife, and 
sister all in one. To this I agree. But Bishop 
Horsley considers the King's Wife always to 
mean the Hebrew Church. And this I 
doubt. 

In Jer. xviii. 9, 10, we find the Almighty 

saying, " at what instant I shall speak concern- 

/n^ a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 

^uIM and to plant it ; if it do ev\\ *m m^ %\^^^ 

^but it obey not my voice, then 1 m\\ xe^ewX. o'i 



41 

the good wherewith * I said 1 would benefit 
them." 

There has certainly arisen in our day a very 
marked difference in the treatment which Chris- 
tians generally are disposed to give to the Jews 
— and few, if any, would refuse to join in the 
prayer that " all Israel may be saved." And it 
cannot be denied that many parts of the Bible 
appear very strongly to figure the raising up 
of the Jews and Israelites that are scattered all 
over the world into one powerful nation of 
Christians, and establishing them in the pos- 
session of Palestine, their ancient domain. 
This would be a very glorious consummation of 
their history ; and might, with God's blessing, 
lead to very important results among the hea- 
then nations. A whole nation of four millions 
becoming all at once missionaries, would be, as 
St.* Paul calls it, " life from the dead," and for 
this let us hope and pray. " Is anything too hard 
for the Lord?" Gen. xviii. 14. "With God 
all things are possible." Matt. xix. 26. 

But I think we find incompleteness a charac- 
teristic of all the doings of man. The Israelites, 
with everything to urge them to it, never accom- 
plished the clearance of Canaan. Ezekiel, in 
his time, after promising sundry blessings, says, 
in xxxvi. 37, " I will yet for this be inquired of 
by the house of Israel to do it for them." 

St. Paul himself also admits a doubt in Rom. 
xi. 23, " They also, if they abide not in unbelief^ 
shall be grafted in." And, 1 ^w.K\\. ^^^^''^ >»^«^ 
it shall turn to t\ie l^otd, \\v^ n^\\ '^'si^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ 
away/' 
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But a deeper question may fairly be raised, 
as to who are the persons whom the Lord the 
Spirit' had in view when delivering the prophe- 
cies to be accomplished in the latter days. Who 
are the seed ? 

St, Paul, in Gal. iii. verses 16, 27, 28 and 29, 
says, " Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, and to seeds, as 
of many ; but as of one, and to thy seed, which 
is Christ. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. There 
is neither Jew nor Greek ; there is neither 
bond nor free ; there is neither male nor female ; 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye 
be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and 
heirs according to the promise." See also Rom. 
ix. 7, 8. 

Now there is nothing here adverse to a 
very considerable, or even universal conver- 
sion of the Jews at some specific period ; but 
I cannot discern any promsie of peculiar pri- 
vileges. 

One of our duties, certainly, is to read often 
and prayerfully the book of the Revelation, for 
a special blessing is attached to doing so ; and 
not to be discouraged by finding difficulties — 
they are intended for our benefit. We must 
wait upon God. And we must M7afcA— especially 
ourselves — our tempers. 

All that we have to do here of real import- 
ance is to learn cheerfully to obey in a spirit of 
love, and to prepare for the glorious future. 
TAat future may probably come wpotv via very 
^on. That awful change, which a\\ Uwe^ C\vyv&- 
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tians pray for every night and every morning, 
we know, assuredly, will come upon all the 
world like a thief in the night. Oh may our 
preparation be by the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
forter, and Sanctifier. 

The accomplishment of all the remaining un- 
fulfilled prophecies, for anything that I can 
discern to the contrary, may only be waiting for 
the Saviour's feet being again planted on Mount 
Olivet, " in like manner as " he was seen to go. 
The blessed Second Advent. 

The man that, with all his heart, can truly 
say " Thy kingdom come," will not be anxious 
or hasty, though desirous, "to be with Christ, 
which is far better." He may be honoured in 
being made more useful here, or he may be 
made more ripe ; or he may become more urgent 
in prayer, striving to improve the Psalmist's 
seven times to a million times in a day. The 
ever-present, ever-hearing, Almighty God, will 
certainly, on hearing the name of Jesus and his 
promises claimed, watch over us, calm each 
ruffle of spirit, enable us to bear long with 
others, as he has borne long with us ; and finally 
supply us with strength to endure unto the end, 
and overcome in a spirit of love. 

It has been a suljp^ject of great rejoicing with 
me that God has graciously vouchsafed in our 
day to bestow many marks of favour on our 
beloved country, notwithstanding our short- 
comings and manifold transgressions, the greatest 
of which I think we may Te^!^5.oxv ^'i ^^'!iS^ 
increased number of c\\\\dTexv xvonn t^^wi^^^ ' 
good, that is, a really Te\\g\o\xs e^w^^<"v«3iv. 
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We have great reason, also, to be thankful for 
the noble stand lately madebj our manly Devon- 
shire laity ; for the Manchester Bible Society 
movement ; for the judicious increase of Scrip- 
ture readers, with episcopal sanction ; for the 
truly noble conduct of Lord Ashley, and others, 
in multiplying ragged schools ; and in procuring 
(I trust religious) leisure for some of our sadly 
o^er-worked poor ; for our numerous Societies 
which embrace energetic, though too small, 
attempts to convert the heathen, to meet and 
thwart every description of evil, and to console 
every specie of suffering. 

I cannot but think, too, that we possess a 
very largely increased number of truly evan- 
gelical clergy, whose indefatigable labours 
and influence cannot but be incalculably va- 
luable. 

And to the London City Mission we may 
reasonably look with almost unbounded hope, 
for a very special blessing seems to rest upon 
those men who take the Bible only as their all- 
sufficient guide ; looking to the Holy Spirit of 
God for a blessing, and carefully avoiding all 
controversy. 

And now, what is the duty of a nation re- 
ceiving so many blessings ? Is it not to press 
forwards, with more eagerness than ever, to fill 
the honourable and responsible post which has 
evidently been assigned to us, of being careful 
keepers of God's holy word and will ? But 
HrAat are we doing ? Lord John lLua??.d\ \^ xvcivf 
^Ae representative of the EngWaYv natioxv. k-Ti^ 
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he is, decidedly, the most powerful man in the 
world. And I candidly, and with deep gratitude 
to God, confess that he is also one of the best ; 
for I believe him perfectly sincere, a true lover 
of his country, and a faithful Christian. And 
I feel, also, compelled to admit, that he may 
possibly be right in his measures. For I lay no 
claim to infallibility— though I should be greatly 
afraid, before God, to do what he would, I 
believe, be bold enough to do, if he could, for 
the Papists. I think him also able and generally 
well-judging, and that he has conferred vast 
benefits on his country, even, sometimes, by 
courageously running great hazards. Moreover, 
that he is greatly to be admired for a very rare 
quality— that is, consistency. I don't mean that 
he has never changed ; but never lightly ; and 
hope whispers to me that, as he professes to 
revere the Bible, he may wish 7wt to deserve 
the charge of being obstinate. Lord John 
Russell said at the London Tavern, 20th July, 
1847, "I have always followed the great doctrine 
laid down by Mr. Fox, that ^acts, and not 
opinions, are to be the subject of punishment ; 
and that religious opinions form no ground for 
civil disqualification ; ' and I know no limit to 
that principle,'^ 

But surely here is a strange fallacy ! There 
is onlt/ one Being in existence that has any right 
to lat/ down doctrine, and he will and must be 
eventually obeyed to the most minute parti- 
cular. 

I^utj/ to God includes «\\ X^^ns.^ ^^^'^^^^>^^, 
all true principle ; fox liotVwv^ c,^^ ^o"^^^ 
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allowed permanently to remain, that in the 
smallest degree infringes upon that. 

Now, what is our duty at this time ? 

I think no reasonable man can deny that the 
whole scope of the Bible — the whole Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, in one clear voice, calls 
upon each and every individual, as men, and as 
nations, to obey, and love, and worship, and 
adore the one only living and true God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost ; the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; the Eternal Jehovah. And 
calls upon every Ruler, especially, to establish 
that worship ; to teach his people the same ; 
and to instruct them also to help forward the 
teaching of all nations. 

It is quite manifest that the voluntary system 
is much wanting in energy. But the Bible is » 
intrinsically principle, soaring far above volun- 
taryism, which is, indeed, a mere exploded 
phantom. 

Duty, founded on love, is, to an upright mind, 
the strongest of all obligations : and the fulfilling 
our duty to God, in this particular is the sending 
of faithful men in adequate numbers, Bible in 
hand, to preach the truth as it is in Jesus to 
every nation under heaven. This nation is 
evidently marked out for the work. Christ 
must be preached, (not Mary). And woe be 
to us ! if, with our splendid means, we do it 
not ! And treble woe to him that hindereth ! ! 

A dreadful woe is denounced against Caper- 
naum for not repenting. And Paul asks, " How 
sAaJ/ we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
^Atian ?" Now, if mere negligence \& ^\e«i^^\)\. 
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how much more terrible must the doom be of 
■ those who oppose and hinder the teaching of 
the truth ! I much love many Dissenters, and 
grieve, deeply grieve, to think that what some 
of them have ventured to support, is no less 
a crime than idolatry. 

But Satan is, no doubt, still permitted to 
walk up and down in the earth in the guise of 
an angel of light. And much strange looseness 
of opinion has he introduced, and dignified with 
the titles of principle and liberality. The latter, 
in most instances, when accurately examined, 
being found worthy of no better description 
than tame mawkish indifference. 

I do not mean, however, to brand witli such 
a character any act of Lord John Russell's. 
But I think all parties must agree that he made 
a mistake in denying help for their schools to 
only one class of men, and that, certainly, as 
valuable as any in the British Empire — the 
Irish Protestant Clergy. It is my full persuasion, 
then, that the evil one has partially succeeded 
in throwing dust in the eyes of Lord John on 
two subjects — Maynooth, and the Primate of 
Ireland. -And I pray heartily to God to en- 
lighten him. 

We have reason to be thankful for such men 
as Mr. Newman, having had the courage to shew 
themselves, though very sorry that such a 
species should be so numerous ; for by their 
scarcely knowing the difference between '^ei. 
and no, they have xai^^^ \)K\fc ^^xi^fc <2»^ ^J^ssss^. 
dealing. I believe lYv^t W^vt ^N\$ifi»5\'^ '^'^^'"^^^ 
course has, byiOoffa m^xcry, \vton^^ ^^ 



48 

and been the means of stopping many good 
men from a dreadful downward path. 

In trjdng to take a common sense view of this 
subject, many plain laymen consider the Oxford 
Tractarian movement to be a diseased state of 
mind, arising from the imagination becoming 
heated and excited, by dwelling on subtleties and 
over-refined theories, which, being the spinning 
of a man's own brain, have more charms than 
sober realities. When a man applies this mode 
of thinking to religion, he is likely enough to 
build up a creature of his own fancy, and call it 
the true Church. Forgetfulness of God is then 
sure to ensue. Ungodliness is the great prevail- 
ing evil. And let the dupes say what they will, 
pride is at the bottom among the leaders, a 
spurious humility. 

It will be seen that I am not much afraid of 
Tractarianism. I consider it only another phase 
of infidelity, described long ago by the Apostle, in 
Col. ii. 18, "A voluntary humility and worship- 
ping of angels," 1 think it simply ridiculous. 
Except when it gets a small hold on such a man 
as Mr. Gladstone, which is indeed a wonder — or 
the excellent Bishop of London, when he tries 
in vain to satisfy his myrmidons. They are good 
men, and I trust God will heal them. There is 
perhaps a little lingering, as there was in Job 
in his younger days, of self-righteousness. 

But Satan's wiles have been allowed to tri- 

vmph in partially deceiving many other men, of 

undoubtedly genuine integrity, founded on Chris- 

^>«o faithfulness ; I am astonished to \\m:^ \vcrN 

^Ai2r ^yAose minds I know intimatdy, wi^^^Qov 
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I would rightly trust with life or fortune, and 
who jet would consent, under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of Ireland, to give support to the 
worship of a woman. I have not the smtdlest 
doubt that if they do it, " they will sow the 
wind and reap the whirlwind/' They must go 
back. 

Another extraordinary delusion has led many 
thousands of excellent men in the north to sepa- 
rate their religion from the State, by insisting 
on a demand which no government could safely 
grant — that thei/f and not the nation or govern- 
ment, or legal authorities, should be the sole 
judges of what is ecclesiastical. I admit that 
one of their objects is partly desirable, and only 
partly; it is a very difficult question, and has 
often worked much mischief— the people choos- 
ing their own minister. There was much bad 
feeling also displayed towards those who pre- 
sumed to differ with them. 

Some of their leaders, too, seem to lay claim 
to infallibility. Dr. Candlish says, " When two 
or three are met together as spiritual men in 
Christ's name, when those who are appointed to 
preside in his visible church, set themselves to 
discharge their public duty," &c., and infers by 
the context that the mind of the Holy Spirit is 
then declared. And Mr. Hamilton argues in a 
similar strain. 

But what I consider the most strange error, 
and even contradiction, I almost ever keiax^L ^^^ 
was committed by the trwVy ^t^^X. ^»Sl ^-xii52^*so^. 
Dr. Chalmers, in Vvia \sls\. ^lom^o^vCv^^^-^^^ 
public matter, a paper ad^e«s»^ ^^ ^^"^ 
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Fox Maule, about May, 1847. After some very 
judicious observations on education, he is be- 
trayed by the evil one into saying — " The next 
best thing is for government to abstain from 
introducing the element of religion at all into 
their part of the scheme." Now I think it one 
of the worst things .that ever entered into any 
man's head ! But I can forgive him that and 
all the other mistakes he ever made, for the sake 
of another sentence in the same paper, which de- 
serves to be published in letters of gold. 

Dr. Chalmers says : — 

"I cannot conclude without expressing my 
despair of any great or general good being 
effected in the way of Christianizing our popu- 
lation, but through the medium of a Govern- 
ment themselves Christian, and endowing the 
true religion, which I hold to be their imperative 
duty, not because it is the religion of many, but 
because it is true." 

But it is a low, and mean, and degrading idea 
to talk of religion as an element in education. 
Education is chiefly valuable as the means of 
learning true religion. Man himself was made 
for religion. Man was made to live upon the 
love of God, 

The Sabbath-day was a glorious institution, 
and properly ennobled by the Apostles in calling 
it the Lord's-day. But it differs from religion, 
though it is religion's best day, in that it was 
made for man. And a noble gift it was, espe- 
cialljr to the poor. But the covetousness, the 
Jittleness, of our truly little-iamded T\<t\i xafcXi, 
^^Fe in their railroads and otYiw ae\^ft\vTi^«afi»> 
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deprived multitudes of their day of rest, their 
comforts, and means of grace. They rob God, 
and pilfer pennyworths of time, which are sure 
^0 turn to their own decay. 

O that Lord John would boldly take his 
stand upon the Bible, which, prayerfully read, 
is the only perfectly safe guide in all matters 
where it says anything. Passing laws without 
attending to the spirit of the Bible is a very 
dangerous speculation. I wish all our senators 
would read attentively the 17th chapter of 
Jeremiah, and then exclaim with the Psalmist, 
" O how love I thy law ! it is (or say it shall 
be) my meditation all the day." 

It would seem then, upon a consideration of 
all the circumstances which the great Lord of 
all has thought proper to visit England with at 
the present time, that we are in a very critical 
.situation. And never was earnest prayer more 
needed— prayer that we may be preserved from 
all danger, and brought into a mind to do the 
Lord's will. His true servants who persist in 
prapng that the nation may be made a godly 
Protestant nation, wiD be the objects of his 
especial care ; and may take comfort in the 
midst of many regrets and troubles in the cer- 
tainty that every thing is in God's hand ; and 
that he will most assuredly make each event of 
every kind, even the death of each individual, 
or what we might fear more than death, when 
he sees fit, a subject of rejoicing. 

Liberality is the great cry of this day, AsA 
I fully agree in its d\mo€X \xk!^\A:ai'ai^^^^i»ft»- ^^- 
have always up\ie\d l\iei e4xv&^ ^^ Sx^jr^^^ ^^ 
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over the world, beginning with the poor Blacks. 
Toleration of all religions, free trade, and equal 
rights, but not equal property or influence, with 
full liberty to say any thing that does not 
militate against duty to God or the peace of 
society, always had my advocacy. 

The Bible also recommends liberality, for it 
says, " The liberal soul shall be made fat, and 
he that watereth shall be watered also himself.'' 
Prov. xi. 25. The way to do this, and the 
best liberality is, not to keep your religion 
churlishly to yourself, but to obey your Saviour, 
to " go and teach all nations." Subscribe your- 
self to the utmost extent of propriety. And 
take all occasions of conversation with every 
Christian of every shade of creed, to urge the 
absolute necessity of making known amongst the 
heathen '* the unsearchable riches of Christ." 

Earthly riches clog both the affections and the 
understanding. The poor as a class are generous. 
The rich are not. The poor are the more truly 
noble. It is a shame upon all Christians 
possessed of property, that with all our pro- 
fession, this world holds its grasp upon our 
indefensible desires, instead of fading to its 
proper level at the sound of the glorious Gospel. 

My preference is for the Church Missionary 
Society because I know the managers well, and 
because I believe the doctrines and the discipline 
of the Church of England to be more closely 
assimilated to the Bible than any Church that 
J am aequaiDted with. If I were asked to 
improve the prayer book, I sho\Ad a^^ iioV\i\XL%, 
^'^^i leave out next to nothing excei^X. «t ^«t\. «2S. 
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the canons. I think her prayers, articles, and 
creeds the greatest treasures in the world next 
to the Bible. They are the cream of the thoughts 
of many of the holiest Christians that ever lived. 

Yet I doubt very much the propriety of 
requiring subscription to a body of divinity so 
large, howevej excellent. It would do away 
with many difficulties to many minds if the 
Church were opened to all that are duly qualified, 
provided that they subscribe to things really 
essential. Those things might be clearly enough 
stated in very few words. In fact, we should 
any of us be ready to receive as a Christian the 
man who could say — "I believe in my heart, 
that the blood of Jesus Christ, and that alone, 
cleanseth from all sin." We should justly con- 
clude — he must have been taught that lesson 
by the Holy Ghost, who would not stop with 
teaching that only. And he that is good 
enough for the Holy Ghost is good enough 
for me. 

But still we must guard against latitudina- 
rianism. For a nation has certainly a good 
right to take especial care that it stands right 
with God in the main points of duty. 

I incline to the opinion that in the case of 
young persons under twenty-three, who are 
called upon to testify, to their belief in the 
Scriptures by subscription, they should only 
be required to set their names to three things 
manifestly taught in the Bible. 

XsL All men have beeii xvsixv^^ \s^ ''i'^fc *^s5^ 

and are by nature dea^ Va ^v^a.. v^^^^j 

2«^. A free 8a\T^\\oii, ^xxxOa^^^^^^^^^ 
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of Christ, the free gift of Grod, is offered to all that 
believe in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Srd. The whole heart must be given to Grod 
in good works, procured by the sanctifjdng 
influence of the Holy Ghost in answer to much 
fervent prayer. 

Of course some things must be added to 
these, for the candidates for any holy function. 
But I think the fewer the better ; for in 
multiplying tests you increase division, and 
actually lose power over the mind. The two 
great objects before the Ruler, supposing him to 
be the father of his people, and anxious to pre* 
pare good shepherds for the flock, will be to see 
that they possess the love of God, and the 
love of souls for Christ's sake. And in pre- 
paring attention to these grand purposes, it is 
better not to harass a young man's faculties 
with many minute requirements. 

The preaching of poor vile sinners is the 

appointed means of converting men's souls to 

God, of inducing men to be reconciled to God, 

and to put on Christ. (How wonderful ! ) 

Yet nothing that a man says or writes is worth 

a grain of sand, unless it can bear the test of 

God's word. A young man, whose whole soul 

is entirely bent upon preaching Christ crucified, 

cannot find time to bestow upon settling his 

mind as to the precise meaning of some of the 

points to which he is called on to agree. It took 

-«7<9 thirty years Xo arnve at some conclusions in 

conformity with our articles, w\i\c\v, T^fc^et- 

theless, now seem to me very clear. Xel\ W\^ 

t>eJ,'eve, t/iat iT n young man searches \i\^^^>c 
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daily, diligently, aod prayerfully, in preparing 
his sermons with a spirit of humble dependence 
on the Holy Ghost, that gracious faithful 
teacher and comforter will not fail to guide his 
tongue. 

And after all many difficulties, even in the 
Bible itself, will remain for us to carry into the 
next world— which our glorious Lord will be 
able to make a source of exquisite pleasure to 
us, when we hope to hear him expound. Even 
here below, in reading the Bible carefully 
and with prayer, I seldom fail much to enjoy 
some passage that had not struck me particularly 
before. *^Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God." 

There is food in the Bible alone richly to 
feed man's soul for ever, and to give a con- 
tinuous joyful feeling of peace, the peace pro- 
mised by the Saviour even in this polluted 
world, this strange mixed scene of woe and 
gladness. 

The most lamentable thing in a mortal man's 
condition, is, that after striving for hours, and 
days, and weeks, to keep the mind and heart in 
a lirm and fixed mood of prayerful, reverential, 
awe-struck feeling before God, to feel deeply as 
if in his immediate presence, and after being 
engaged too in thinking and meditating on, and 
producing, sentences and pages, which he may 
have been hoping would be allowed to do good 
to other men's soviVa — -Yi^ V-a. ^^v^-t \Si^ ^^s^'^Ssx^sKsse:^ 
to feel that he is sliW e^s^^xvW^^ \«s%^^^— *^ 
hia \erj nature, \\\» ^ovx\, c\e».Nefe x<^ '^'^ ^ 
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that his busiest thoughts, in spite of himself, are 
as it were mixed with miry clay. 

** I have gone astray like a lost sheep : seek 
thy servant ; for I do not forget thy command- 
ments." Psalm cxix. 176. 

Man is always a sinner. For what are the 
best of men but sinners born, sinners con- 
tinually by imperfect services, and sinners by 
omission every moment. Cease then from man I 
" O God for Jesus Christ's sake enable me to cease 
from man, and specially from self, from giving 
my dearest affections to any thing but thee ! 
give me a deeper sense of my own depravity. 
Enable me to see that thou art ally and I no- 
thing ! " 

And O all my friends let us be thankful, that 
we, though excepting a small remnant we are 
a lost world, are yet not only permitted to pray, 
but commanded to pray without ceasing, and 
none, not even the worst of sinners, are ex- 
cluded. Let us be more and more earnest in 
prayer. Let our souls hang upon God in prayer 
— ^urging him for Christ's sake to increase 
greatly our faith, and to add strength to strength 
in prayer, and that our faith and earnestness in 
prayer may keep growing to the end. 

Grant O Lord for Christ's sake, that this 
nation, the English, Irish, Scotch, and Welsh 
nation, with all our colonies and dependencies 
and every individual composing them, may be 
led clearly to perceive and assuredly to know, 
tAat the only resH happiness of man must consist 
in doing the work of God — domg e\«Y^ Vcvvcv^ 
^ unto God and not unto raen. 
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This world is a quick-sand, 
A scene of shifting sand. 

But God is described in the Bible as a Rock. 
He allowed David, in Fsalm xviii. 2, to say, 
" The Lord is my rock and my fortress." 

And so he will allow to all of us if we per- 
severe in prayer to him in the name and for the 
sake of Jesus* Christ. Even if we are the 
" chief of sinners," he has power to change us. 
" Whosoever will^ let him take the water of life 
freely." Rev. xxii. 17. O Lord God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, who in tender love to 
poor fallen man hast chosen that sweet and 
consoling name, the God of three poor sinful 
men, to be thy memorial to all generations. 
Thou God and Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ — Father, Son, and Holy Ghost— 
The God whom heaven and earth adore — The 
one only-good self-existent Lord — The great 
I Am. O for Christ's sake rend thy heavens 
and come down in thine own cause to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty, against those 
mistaken men, whom thou, for our sins, hast 
suffered to obtain rule over us. Open, Lord, 
the eyes of their minds, and change all their 
hearts. 

Shine, blessed Lord, into the hearts of all 
those persons in our land, by whom thy glorious 
Gospel has not yet been received — all Jews, 
Turks, Infidels, Heretics, Papists, Tractarians, 
Socinians, Chartists, and the poor besotted 
Socialists. Enable them to flee to the only sure 
shelter — ^the foot of the Cross. 
And O, for Christ's sake, pour thy rich bless- 
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ings upon this nation. Remember that we have 
heretofore been often the objects of thy especial 
favour. We are therefore thine. Make us now, 
we beseech Thee, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. Make us a truly 
Protestant nation, protesting against the errors 
and abominations and idolatries of Rome. 
Enable us to take thy holy Book for our guide 
in all things. Enable us to build all our laws 
upon the spirit of thy most holy word, and to 
assimilate all our usages, customs, manners, 
minds, morals, lives, character, and behaviour ; 
and everything to the standard of thy most 
holy law. 

Enable us to obtain a good law for the better 
observance of thy holy day. Enable us to 
obtain a good law for the education of every 
child born in the English dominions, in thy faith 
and fear. Enable us to obtain a good law for 
building, enlarging, repairing, and endowing 
sufficient churches, chapels, and schools. 

Give thy heavenly blessing in large and rich 
measure, into the hearts of our dear young 
Queen and her husband. Enable them *Ho cast 
off the works of darkness, and put on the 
armour of light. ** Fill them with the Holy 
Ghost. And fill their dear little children, every 
one of them, with the Holy Ghost, from their 
mother's womb— that they may be a blessing to 
this generation, and to all the world. 

And, blessed Lord, give the Holy Ghost for 
Jaaus Christ's sake, in glorious fulness, into the 
Aearts of all the Queen's adviaera — The Hon. 
Md Rev, Leslie Courtenay, the B\a\iO^ oi Cix- 
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ford, the Duke of Wellington, Lords John 
Russell, Lansdowne, Cottenham, Lyndhurst, 
Brougham, Denman, Campbell, Stanley, Grey, 
Palmerston, Minto, Morpeth, Auckland, Claren- 
don, Clanricarde, Sirs George Grey, Charles 
Wood, John Hobbouse, William Somerville^ 
Robert Peel, James Graham, and Mr. Macaulay, 
and all the Privy Council, and all the members 
of Parliament. 

O thou that coverest thyself with light as with 
a garment, too dazzling bright for any created 
eye to bear, thou whose least breath of anger 
could in a moment extinguish the whole race of 
man, and who yet " delightest in mercy," and 
hast called thy glorious self the God who 
hearest prayer — Hear now, Lord, from heaven 
thy dwelling place, and when thou hearest for- 
give ; forgive all this thy people all their trans- 
gressions, and answer the prayers of thy servants. 

O thou that art love, and light, and truth, let 
it be thy pleasure to answer our prayers — as 
thou didst upon Mount Carmel answer the 
prayer of thy servant Elijah by fire from 
heaven. So now, blessed Lord, let the gentle 
fire of the Holy Ghost like the lightning's flash 
glance into the bosoms and minds of all thy ser- 
vants that we have prayed for, and melt their 
hearts to give the witness of a good confession 
to the truth of thy holy Gospel. 

We thank thee with humble adoring gratitude, 
that thou hast kept alive, and given to thy 
praying servants, fox IW Tk-ew ^«:^'««sks\\^ s^s^ 
men at least after t\i\i\e o^tL Vea.^^.^ 'kxs. ^^^^^ 
an IngliB, a Plumptxe. \i^^ ^Vj ^^^^ ^^^ 
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blessings rest upon them. Place them in the 
front rank of thy battle, with thy strength in 
their hearts, and nerves of steel, and words 
from the Holy Ghost himself — holy, happy, true, 
faithful, honest, fervent, and burning — yet 
pleasing, gentle, loving, and persuasive words ; 
and raise up among their hearers a noble and 
mighty, and faithful host of truly Christian 
men, with English hearts, and firm resolve, that 
with GocTs blessirig they will never give up the 
highest, and best, and most truly ennobling dis- 
tinction that any nation was ever honoured with 
•—that of having the religion of the Bible 
ingrained in the laws, and in the constitution of 
our country. As the Bible, and the Bible alone 
is the religion of Protestants — so, blessed Lord, 
let it be thy will and pleasure, that we of this 
nation may continue to be leaders of Protest- 
antism, and set our faces like flint against all 
idol-worship. Let us ever be the foremost and 
firmest protesters against the ridiculous popish 
pretensions to infallibility, against Maryolatry, 
against absurd, and soul-debasing confessions, to 
ignorant and often wicked priests, against pur- 
gatory and all priestcraft, and especially against 
the vile and hateful Jesuits. But let no hate or 
any harsh feelings abide in our hearts. — Give to 
us truly Catholic Christian love for all men's 
souls, and especially for the poor oppressed 
priest-ridden Roman Catholics. And above 
bU, be graciously pleased to turn arid save the 
honest-hearted, deluded, and zealous Irish, and 
change the hearts of their vioVewt Yik^«i^"aX:wyB^ 
<^Ppresaors, hestoy^in^ in heavenly merc^ «tVAfta&^ 
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ing on the whole nation. We would wish to 
intercede also, blessed Lord ! for thy compassion 
upon all those misguided men, whom we believe 
really to love our common country in their 
hearts, but who cannot see the slight and 
dishonour which they cast upon thy great Name, 
by pleading for men that oppose thy truth — 
from what we thy servants esteem a mistaken 
opinion — that men have a right to worship what 
they please — not being able, as we suppose, to 
perceive the difference between allowing and 
encouraging, or to discern that no man nor num- 
ber of men can have any right to require its to 
neglect a duty to thee. O Lord in pity show 
them their error, and suffer not that men, whom 
we have been used to love and admire, notwith- 
standing their differences with us, men that we 
believe also to have a zealous love for what they 
consider right — (but what we consider to be the 
subjecting of poor dupes to grievous wrongs)— 
men that in the darkness of their judgment, 
from the subtil tempting of the evil one, think 
that, as it appears to us, supporting error, may 
yet be reasonable and charitable in them to 
grant, and in others to claim. O suffer not, but 
open their eyes, blessed Lord, and suffer not 
that in their last fearful mortal agony they 
should finally fall from thee, and bring upon 
themselves that which of all things is most to be 
dreaded, the wrath of the Lamb. 

Enlighten all our hearts and minds. Lord of 
love and mercy, with thy saving truths and f<« 
Jesus' sake, let a aouwd wv^ t\^\. ^^^yw^^S. ^s»5g^ 
to thee pervade a\\ t\\ti raw^L^ ^^ o\« ^'sc^gi '^ssS 
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laity. Enable all those that have the responsi- 
bility of teaching " to instruct with meekness of 
wisdom all those that oppose themselves." Send 
forth more labourers into thy harvest, with the 
glad tidings of salvation and justification by 
faith. Raise up thousands more of holy men to 
become missionaries. Fill our coffers with 
money willingly given, that we may be able to 
send to every comer of the habitable parts of 
our globe, to teach and preach Jesus Christ and 
him crucified, and to baptize all nations in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Never let the glorious realities of heaven lose 
their hold or fade from our minds, nor suffer any 
whispering fiend to raise a doubt. But strength- 
en us to cling with unflinching firmness to the 
wondrous fact — that " We are members of his 
body, of his flesh and of his bones"—" The ful- 
ness of him that filleth all in all"— safely held 
in the Saviour's, Father's hand — at peace with 
Grod — and humbly watching and praying for the 
blessed, most blessed, and welcome, and jojful se- 
cond advent, when bitter parting will be no more. 
I wish in all kindness and love to address a 
few words more, especially to the Dissenters 
from the Church, many of whom I love as my 
own soul. For I was brought up among them, 
and can testify, that as far as doctrine is con- 
cerned, those opinions and that holy Christian 
faith which are ingrained in their hearts are 
precisely my own. But there is among them a 
sad want of stability, of something to ^vveperma- 
^eace to the reality of gospel-pTe«ycVi\x\^. 
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The congregation with whom I worshipped 
for several years, gradually fell away to 
Socinianism, which I consider to be the most 
dreadful of all possible mistakes : in plain fact 
it is a worship by man of his own superior 
mind, instead of the one self-existent, only vjise^ 
as clearly set forth in the Bible. And without 
a creed such lapses are unavoidable. 

This nation will never become a great, mis- 
sionary, truly glorious nation, till we are all 
mainly of one mind — the straightforward love 
of God smoothing the way — softening, and then 
annihilating asperity, overlooking small difficul- 
ties, despising little unessential differences ; 
adopting a willingness to wave trifling objec- 
tions — and stedfastly keeping close and pressing 
on to the great, the grand purpose — the educa- 
tion of the mass of Englishmen to evangelize 
the world. 

I should not have much cared, though pre- 
ferring Episcopacy, whether the method of 
accomplishing this desirable result, were Epis- 
copal, or Presbyterian, or Wesleyan, or Indepen- 
dent ; whether the leader were a Sumner or 
Cooke, a Candlish or Bunting, or Irons of 
Camberwell ; which ever it pleased God 
evidently to point out by numbers and power. 
But it is necessary that Christ should be 
preached. Every man ought to preach Christ, 
every day, and in all that he does. No great 
success can be gained but by union of power 
with good rules established by competent autho- 
rity, and faithfully fo\\smfe^\y^\>i Vxss^^Ssa ^^5.- ^ 
distrusting minds, earn^sAX^ ^x^Y"^*^^*^ ^"^ ^^^^ 
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in the right way, in unflinching obedience, and 
in bonds of untiring universal love by our 
gracious heavenly Father. 

Saint Paul entirely settles the question that 
all power is ordained by God. Our present 
most imperative duty therefore is to pray 
without ceasing, that our beloved Queen may be 
guided to become a loving nursing mother to the 
Church Missionary Society and all the other 
commendable societies who are labouring with 
earnest zeal for the spread of the glorious Gos- 
pel—that a very large united effort may be 
made, and such a truly catholic spirit displayed, 
that no jealous hindrances shall be allowed to 
arise, nor any unhallowed rivalry — but only a 
rivalry in bringing forward and giving power to 
all the Christian graces— so that the world may 
see only a gentle, modest, submissive, and loving 
yet zealous perseverance in every thing that is 
good. 

It is impossible to deny that there is a certain 
grandeur of soul and evident nobility of nature 
apparently inherent in the upper classes of 
Englishmen, which, when it has manifested 
itself in action, as our warlike proceedings have 
given it of late frequent opportunities of doing, 
has the effect of rousing dormant energies in 
other men, and inspiring a devotion to the 
honour and glory of our country truly sublime. 
The same heroic feeling inclines them to des- 
pise taking advantage of the superiority which 
^^ejr feel, and generously to admit to equality 
J^ privilege men of every coIout oi m\wd or 
^^^^ with the commendable wiaVi t\\«iV \\\ifexVj 
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should be complete, tliought unshackled, that 
not only should toleration be largely granted, 
but intolerance entirely obliterated and not a 
shadow of a fetter allowed to remain. 

But the very essence of freedom itself can- 
not exist without law and order, and a very 
nice discrimination is required in altering laws 
and customs. Many instances have occurred 
in the history of all nations where changes 
made in haste, have been repented of at leisure. 
Above all, it is necessary to ascertain that you 
are not ** kicking against the pricks," that you 
are not neglecting advice or directions given by 
him who alone has both right to issue command- 
ments of universal obligation, and power to 
enforce them. The only solid fountain of law, 
is the Creator of all things. He has spoken 
words that shall never fail in his holy book. 
And our godly ancestors have wisely adopted 
them, and they have established Christianity 
as part and parcel of the law and constitution 
of England. And may God grant a true repen- 
tance to each misguided person that ever may 
seek to alter it. 

The utmost benevolence of feeling is greatly 
to be admired and sedulously practised, taking 
care that it shall not jar with duty, with 
judgment and justice, with God's unbroken, 
holy law, every tittle of which our Saviour tells 
us shall be fulfilled. 

In the administration of this law, or in fram- 
ing new laws for England, it is an affront to 
the majesty of Heaven to think of admitting 
any Jew, or Turk, or heathen, or any wor- 

F 2 
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shipper of a woman to take a part. Infatuation 
is the proper description of any such proceed- 
ing. If the glorious Messiah is not honoured — 
if God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is 
not acknowledged as the only God — if all 
prayer on the part of England to the Virgin 
or to any saint be not renounced — then may we 
fully expect that England's sun will set in night, 
her nobility of soul fade away as a withered 
leaf or a morning dream. 

But let her faithfully maintain her magnifi- 
cent protest against Roman corruptions, and 
her glory shall continue refulgent in all time, 
and be one of the pleasant themes of eternity. 
Her temples, meanwhile, resounding weekly 
with swelling notes of sweetest harmony, 
in praise of the only Giver of good — till the 
adorable One gives the word for the awful 
trumpet's chime. 

What a glorious thing for England, if she 
should now be permitted, by the especial favour 
of the only Holy One, who is possessed of all 
power and entitled to all praise, to present to the 
world the sublime spectacle of a mighty nation, 
the mightiest, at present, by Divine permission, 
that ever sent out fleets and armies, by the con- 
currence of its three estates proclaiming to all 
nations that she considers it her greatest honour 
to be the devoted worshipper of him alone 
**who gave his life a ransom for many," the 
one unsearchable Jehovah, in three persons, 
who "himself took our infirmities and bare our 
sicknesses," — '^who his own self bare our sins 
JO his own body on the. tree" Aii^ V\v^\. ^\v^ 
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will have no one who denies this only true . 
Lord of glory, of love, of life, and light, or 
who pays divine worship to any other being, 
to join in making laws for Englishmen. O may 
the day come when every true-born Briton can 
exclaim, "I know in whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against tliat day." 

There is a very remarkable passage of Scrip- 
ture contained in the eight first verses of the 
eighteenth chapter of St. Luke's Gospel, which 
appear to me to be full of comfort and encou- 
ragement to all that are so happy as to feel a 
real humble desire to obey the glorious invita- 
tion given in Job xxii. 21. "Acquaint now 
thyself with him and be at peace." It is in fact 
an invitation to be employed in perpetual prayer 
and uninterrupted communion with God ; and 
it actually amounts to a promise that he will 
have to do with you at every moment of time, 
if you really desire and claim it, ybr ever. It 
is a parable which our Saviour commences by 
declaring that it is for the very purpose of 
inciting men " always to pray and not to faint," 
and finished by asking the question, " when the 
Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth ?" 

This, Mr. Holden interprets, to be a strong 
negation. But I incline to hope for a more 
favourable meaning ; nothing less indeed, titan 
that incessant earnest prayer would be sure to 
bring about a far different result. Our blessed 
Lord does not say — tVvet^ ^\vei5\ x\<^\.'^^^"«>^^^s^ 
the earth— God Corbid t\xa\. iV^x^ ^^v^^^^'^ '^^^ 
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a dreadful inevitable doom awaiting us or ours. 
The great and glorious Father of mercies, and 
God of all consolation, does not issue any fate- 
ful irremediable decrees, or confine himself to 
walk in fetters of iron, or with stiffness of 
purpose, to prevent himself from yielding to 
prayer, and receiving to the arras of mercy and 
favour, all repenting sinners that cry to him 
without ceasing, in the all-prevailing name of 
Jesus. "All things are possible to him that 
believeth." And there is nothing to prevent 
England becoming the very home of truth — 
if only we persist in prayer, if only we receive 
from God the good sense zealously and joyfully 
to practise, as a high privilege, what he, for our 
good, has made a duty. 

If any man has brought himself, in his zeal 
for universal philanthropy, and in his fancied 
superiority to selfishness, and to what he may 
choose to miscall bigotry and vulgar prejudice, 
into a state of mind to regard with indifference 
the maintenance of a true Christian profession, 
there is great reason to fear that the blessed 
God is not inhabiting his soul. And, if God 
does not, another soon will. No doubt the evil 
one, *0 irovripoQ^ is at this time busy, making a 
great effort to lead each one of us to be our own 
god in this world— that he may come to be our 
tyrant in the next. 

He must have greatly improved in cunning 

with his almost six thousand years of practice, 

and as it is a fashion with some, even to doubt 

of hia existence, he will readily succeed with 

them, and very probably with txiaay m<jt^, ^n«^ 
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of our highest classes, not only in rank and 
power, but in exalted order of intellect, on the 
plausible ground of enlarged views— but which 
he, the ordy Holy One has branded as " broken 
cisterns that can hold no water." 

O let us have recourse to prayer, let us give 
ourselves to prayer, for unceasing supplies of 
grace from moment to moment for ever, for 
larger supplies of love, holiness, faith, humility, 
gentleness. For " when I am weak, then am I 
strong." Whatever may betide our beloved 
country, in the course of his perfect secret 
workings, " that sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth " he will have a place of shelter provided 
for all those with whom tjie Lord of glory has 
allowed himself to be bound up in the same 
bundle of life. 

There can, I think, be no reasonable doubt 
that it is the duty of England's ruler to go on 
acting with God, to take the Gospel for his 
guide and march straight forwards, carrying out 
its principles in all their fulness, disregarding 
objectors, who, (leaving out idolaters,) are only 
one-thirteenth part of the people. But if he, 
in wrong judgment, in the incompleteness which 
the great Lord of all suffers to mar the works 
of man, mistaking his prime business on earth, 
of devoting all his soul, with all its powers, in 
strict and close obedience to the service of the 
Most High, should, not intending disobedience, 
but erroneously, prefer to carry out measures 
dictated by a spurious liberalitY^ l<i ^<5R*jst Sx^k^ 
greater powers o£ m\?>cVi\fe^ ^^^ TSiSi'eJv. ^^*^ ^-^ 
the enemies of Jesus-, ox to %\iS«t Sx^ ^^^^'^^^ 
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the lips of professed unbelievers to speak on 
the subject of our magnificent and holy cause ; 
and, if our Parliament should ratify such things, 
then we may well fear that God is preparing 
for us a heavy downfall. 

Still let us remain, while here below, " pri- 
soners of hope, turning to the strongholdr He 
will not fail us. He is coming quickly. " Even 
so, come. Lord Jesus." 

I am quite aware that I have been giving 
utterance to very strong opinions, but it is far 
from my desire to undervalue the understandings 
of other men ; and I have already disclaimed 
all pretension to infallibility. Still does not the 
question recur — Are not these opinions precisely 
in accordance with the Bible ? — For every 
sentence of which being truth itself, we have 
the guarantee of the Lord Jesus. And let it 
be well remembered that our great Jehovah has 
announced himself to be "a jealous God" and 
" a consuming ^re,*^ I am fuUy persuaded that 
it is as great a crime for an Englishman to give 
his personal consent that any man should have a 
share in making laws for England, who does not 
confess that the only God, the only proper object 
of worship is, the one true God in three persons — 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,— as it was for an 
Israelite to consent to the worship of Baal. 
St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. xv., that the grand 
result of all things will be, that God may be 
all in all. We ought, therefore, to feel assured 
tAat he 23 determined to admit of no rival, but 

jnust be evert/ thing to his own elect, yet " not 

^'Uing that anjr should perisW 
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" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom." O let that holy loving fear have our peculiar 
respectful attention ; let it operate strongly in 
all our hearts. And let us not suffer Lucifer, 
who ought to be the bearer of light, to obtrude 
upon us a fearful darkness, and to obscure our 
best feelings by a degrading substitution of false 
generosity in the place of substantial justice, 
and that justice the claim, even the command- 
ment of God. 

I cannot do better than quote here the words 
of Thomas Becon, who was chaplain to Arch- 
bishop Cranmer, leaving out a sentence about 
using the sword against heretics, in which he 
retains the error of his day. ** If that magis- 
trate be counted worthy of praise and commen- 
dation, which doth so defend his country from 
the invasion of a foreign enemy, that his sub- 
jects may live in his realm quietly, both with 
bodies and goods ; how much more worthy to 
be commended is that ruler, which with his 
authority and power doth so drive away (I 
should here prefer to say, restrain) the masters 
of errors and the teachers of false doctrine, 
that his people, retaining the wholesome doc- 
trine of the Gospel, may be sound in faith and 
good works ; and so, living with a quiet con- 
science before God and man in this world, 
obtain everlasting joy in the world to come ! " 

" Blessed Lord ! let words of peace, of truth, 
of gentleness, prevail — ^Let it be thi/ pleasure 
that the rulers, the law-makers, and the magis- 
trates o£ England be noiife ^^^\s>ax.\>^^r^^:t'^ >:sv 
Jesus, and worshippers o^ vVee o\^^^ 
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We are all naturally, and in all ages blind to 
holy things. The wisest, the bravest, the most 
generous, the most prudent, the most truly 
liberal of men, are now, as much as ever, en- 
tirely spiritually blind. Even in the case of 
the men that associated daily with the Saviour 
of the world, and those other clever men that 
often disputed with him, he had occasion to say, 
" How is it that ye do not understand ? " and, 
" I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent and hast revealed them 
unto babes." And the great bulk of our people 
are now equally blind ; all that do not humbly 
and earnestly pour out their hearts before God 
in the prayer of faith. And it is especially the 
case with the higher classes, which is remark- 
able after reading so largely W. Wilber force's 
book on " Practical Christianity." But it is a 
knowledge that only prayer can obtain. 

We laugh at the frivolity of the French, but 
our own graver bearing, though perhaps more 
manly, and may be more truly liberal, and 
magnanimous, and generous, more sensible and 
truthful, is quite as opposite to a humble, 
watchful obedience, and quite as unsuitable to 
meet the requirements of him who hath said, 
" Prepare to meet thy God I " 
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